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				13 Rules That Expire in Math

				
				
									

Interested in joining the Build Math Minds website? Go here for more details and join the waiting list: buildmathminds.com/bmm It`s not a quick thing that happens to your students, but the quick answer is to teach them the value of space and how, if you multiply by ten, make the number ten times larger, thus moving the number to the next seat value. Too often, teachers inadvertently teach math in too generalized and inaccurate ways. We teach tricks that promote nothing more than memorization. The result is that our students misunderstand the very ideas we are trying to illuminate. How many teachers have had to contradict their colleagues from previous years because what was being taught was so painfully limited? Thus. How can we stop this practice and work together to teach math correctly and consistently? Here are some ideas to get you started. I love this article and can`t wait to share it with my teachers at my school. I was wondering if you had any suggestions for an engaging and challenging way to present this to my teachers. Thank you very much! I was guilty of giving my students advice or rules that I thought would help them get an answer faster because in the past I thought my job was to help my students get answers. Now I see my work as a teacher as helping students make sense, and many of these tips had no “meaning” behind them.

It was really just rules to help my students get an answer. How can we cause suffering in future math classes? Here are some examples. Hey, have you already subscribed to the Build Math Minds podcast? If not, be sure to do it today because I don`t want you to miss episodes! Click here to subscribe to the podcast in iTunes. We have reviewed and revised the lists several times in a matter of months. All the lists have been displayed in our conference room so that the notes can see the lists of others and use them as stepping stones. The mathematical conversations that emerged from this process were incredible. I hope you will try it! The flow of facts is always important, but timed tests often do more harm than good, despite the teacher`s best intentions. Instead of leading to the development of math proficiency for students, timed tests usually lead to students` anxiety. It`s time for educators. To address vocabulary, I talked about using descriptions rather than terminology. For example, the term “flip-flops” is often used in first-grade classes. We discuss the idea that if children can say Tyrannosaurus rex and Stegosaurus and know exactly what they mean, they can say “commutative property” with understanding.

“Flip-flop facts” may be a good first-class description of commutative property, but do not replace the actual term. These are just a few of my favorite rules that work because they illustrate the caveats we should really place when using procedural tricks of the trade in math lessons. Karp, Bush and Dougherty identify 12 rules that apply in elementary school classes, 13 rules that apply to middle classes, and 13 rules that apply (or before!) Your expiring Rules articles allow for great conversations in your math department or professional learning community (PLC). Using a protocol to conduct a textual discussion on an article like this helps teachers develop their math knowledge for teaching while thinking about how to better serve their students. I found this article and it is worth sharing. It describes common rules and vocabulary that teachers share and that elementary school students tend to generalize – tips and tricks that don`t promote conceptual understanding, rules that “expire” later in students` mathematical careers, or vocabulary that isn`t accurate. I am working through these stages in my own school district. Won`t you join me on this journey to abolish the rules that expire by engaging in professional discourse and making school-wide agreements? But another reason I don`t want to teach these tips and rules is that they don`t last. 
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